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REPORT OF THE DEAN 
October 1, 1941 
To the President of Trinity College: 
The war has played a large part in the experience of the College 
with its undergraduates in 1940-41. The year has been remarkable 
for vicissitudes in enrolments, shifts in students' interests and 
activities, and unusual effects on their scholastic attainment. It has 
been an interesting year, one to test our academic policies and , 
conduct in relation to the emergency. 
In response to a request for information as to the placing of the 
graduates of '41, Thomas S. Wadlow, Alumni Secretary, provides 
the following report. "The Alumni Office lists 107 members of the 
Class of 1941; of these, 97 have kept the College informed about 
their present activities: 24 are in service, the greatest number of 
these being members of the Na val Reserve Officers Training Corps ; 
24 are in business-normal business of miscellaneous kinds ; 22 are 
in some defense business such as manufacturing arms or aircraft; 
22 are continuing their studies, the largest number of these being 
in medical schools; and 5 are teaching." Thus it appears that about 
half .of the Class of '41 are already in military service or defense 
industry, and that many of those continuing their studies-pro-
spective engineers, chemists, business and industrial administrators, 
doctors, clergymen-are preparing by further training for those 
special branches of the national service to which they may be called 
hereafter. 
In both terms a group were actively engaged in training for the 
air service. The courses in Engineering were adjusted to military 
interests, and were in strong demand. Problems for the administra-
tion arose at marking periods because of the difficulties of students . 
struggling with subjects ·undertaken because . of the pressure of 
circumstances or carried on along with outside work in defense 
industries. Also there were a few instances of overconcentration of 
interests on flying or some other aspect of the wartime situation 
· and of conflicts between personal emotional problems and academic 
success under the strained conditions. Some men resigned from 
college to enlist. Altogether, ·the twelvemonth from September, 
1940, to the reopening of the College this year saw a shrinkage in 
our rosters of 129 undergraduates-a record number-the majority 
of whom under normal circumstances would have been enrolled 
again at this time. 
The College has bade all her departing sons godspeed and sent 
them out most cheerfully as part of her answer to the challenge of 
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the times. Nevertheless, from the standpoint of enrolments and 
prospects of future enrolments, the experience of the College during 
the year 1940-41 has been difficult and in some respects disquieting. 
Two records were established: the largest number of ·regular 
undergraduates ever to enrol in the College began the year, and the 
largest shrinkage in that number ensued. 
Statistics of enrolments, by classes, during the last five years, 
are as follows : 
SUMMARY OF ENROLMENTS 
1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 
Graduate Students 7 9 8 12 8 
Seniors 90 88 101 96 112 
Juniors 98 113 91 119 126 
Sophomores 134 101 125 154 156 
Freshmen 173 187 208 182 162 
Special Students 2 1 0 4 3 
Non-Matriculated Students 12 3 4 0 1 
Total 516 502 537 567 568 
Of the 162 Freshmen of 1940-41, 3 were men readmitted after 
failing to complete a year's attendance in 1939-40. The number of 
newly admitted Freshmen was 159, as compared with 182 (the 
largest in the history of the College) in 1939-40. (The figures for 
the years before 1939-40 are on the basis of promotion; those since 
that time are on the basis of completed years of attendance-hence 
the apparently larger numb.ers of Freshmen in the earlier years.) 
The year began with 556 regular undergraduates, including 159 
newly admitted Freshmen. Of these undergraduates, 289 were 
resident students, including 93 of the Freshmen. 
The newly opened dormitories were filled; the classrooms in 
Seabury were slightly more overcrowded than in the year before ; 
there were more students residing on campus than ever before ; but 
there was no serious congestion in living quarters such as there had 
been in 1939-40, and the College appeared to have found the highest 
proper level of its capacity. With the added accommodation of the 
new dormitory and dining hall opening this fall at the head of 
Vernon Street, the College is now prepared to accommodate a 
slightly larger number of resident undergraduates as well as to 
house some of the younger members of the Faculty and their 
families within the radius of ready contact with the students. If 
the College is to expand to any appreciable extent, however, a 
bottleneck will be found in a dearth of classrooms for work in the 
humanities, and of seminar rooms, reading rooms, an~ studies and 
offices. We have prospered, however, in dormitory space and must 
gratefully record the increase of our capacity for resident students 
as one of the chief blessings of the year. Only by increasing the 
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numbers and proportion of resident students can we maintain the 
wide geographical distribution of our undergraduate body. 
A somewhat larger number of new students have been admitted 
in September, 1941, than were admitted in 1940, though their 
numbers have been kept down by an unusual number of with-
drawals of applications, and are still hardly up to the level necessary 
to maintain our enrolments under present conditions. Professor 
Carl L. Altrnaier, Secretary of Admissions, reports that 181 new 
students have been admitted, including 163 Freshmen and 18 men 
in advanced standing. The corresponding figures in 1940 were 173 
new students, with 159 Freshmen; and in 1939, 192 new students, 
of whom 182 were Freshmen. Of our new students 97 are residents, 
including 90 of the Freshmen; in 1940 there were 99 residents, 
including 91 Freshmen. The proportion of resident students is 
slightly larger this year, but the number of them is slightly smaller. 
A questionnaire filled out by 160 of the incoming Freshmen at 
the request of Dr. Harold C. Jaquith, Dean of Freshmen, provides 
some interesting statistics from answers to the following queries :-
How did you become interested in Trinity? Have you had any 
relatives who attended Trinity? Did you know any Trinity men 
before corning to Trinity? The answers showed that 48 of these 
men ( 30%) came as a result of alumni influence, 38 more ( 20.6%) 
have Trinity relatives, and 28 ( 17.5%) gained an interest in the 
College through undergraduates. Among other decisive sources of 
interest in the Cqllege appear the reputation of our work in 
Chemistry and in Pre-Medical subjects, the Garvin Lectures in 
Science offered to the public three years ago, our Church con-
nections, an article by the President in the Groton School magazine, 
and the International Cricket Match of last spring. The greatest 
influence appears to have been that of our alumni. In the building 
up of our entering classes, this ever increasing influence has come 
to be our best support. Our Alumni Secretary comments on this 
topic as of particular importance at this time. He states that con-
tinued interest and activity on the part of many alumni has done 
a good deal to help keep up the enrolment of the College. The only 
handicap, however, he observes, is the difficulty of finding College 
Officers able to follow up the interest of prospective students 
started by our graduates. "Nevertheless," he adds, "the work goes 
on and in the past year has been more or less directly responsible 
for more than half of the present Freshman class. The fifteen 
Alumni Associations _have continued regular meetings and have 
shown more and more desire to be of service to the College." 
Losses in numbers of undergraduates for reasons other than 
unsatisfactory record in studies were 85, as compared with 66 in 
1939-40 and 51 in 1938-39. Of these 85 men dropping out of col-
lege, 15 withdrew between September and June and 3 were dis-
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missed for disciplinary reasons ; the remaining 67 represent the 
so-called "summer mortality," which amounted to only 45 in the 
summer of 1940 and 35 in the summer of 1939. This marked 
increase is directly attributable to wartime. 
Academic mortality was likewise unusually heavy. On account 
of unsatisfactory record in studies, 44 undergraduates were 
required to withdraw, including 21 Freshmen, 15 Sophomores, 7 
Juniors, and 1 Senior. The following is a tabulation of the num-
bers of men dismissed on account of unsatisfactory scholarship 
during the ·last five years. 
1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 
Seniors 1 2 0 1 1 
Juniors 2 2 2 0 7 
Sophomores 3 4 3 12 15 
Freshmen 19 18 17 18 21 
25 26 22 31 44 
In percentages of the total enrolments of regular undergraduates 
the academic mortality in each of these years was as follows : in 
1936-37, 5.1 % ; in 1937-38, 5.3%; in 1938-39, 4.2%; in 1939-40, 
5.9%; and in 1940-41, 7.9%. 
It should not pass without notice that the increase in academic 
mortality is largely confined to classes above the grade of Fresh-
men. The work of the Dean of Freshmen and the Freshman 
Advisers deserves high praise for its relative success. And under 
the circumstances, the work of the other Advisers should perhaps 
not be regarded as ineffectual. . 
Since the college year 1940-41 fell at the end of a numerical 
decade as well as in a period of national emergency, your Dean 
desires to include in this Report a retrospective glance over a some-
what longer period than is ordinarily considered in his annual 
Report. The following · is a tabulation of admissions, scholastic 
failures, withdrawals, and graduations of all new students entering 
the college in the regular undergraduate categories at the five-year 
intervals since 1920. It furnishes, in the sharp contrast between the 
figures for the years since 1930 and those for the preceding period, 
an inspiriting antidote against too gloomy contemplation of last 
year's experience. 
1920-21 1925-26 1930-31 1935-36 1940-41 
Admissions 80 106 121 174 173 
Dismissals, fi r s t 
year 9 (11 %) 27 (25%) 12 (10%)· 22 (13%) 17 (10%) 
Withdrawals, first 
year 15 (19%) 12 (11%) 11 ( 9%) 11 ( 6%) 27 (15%) 
Total reduction, 
first year 24 (30%) 39 (36%) 23 (19%) 33 (19%) 44 (25%) 
Later reduction 20 (25%) 26 (25%) 25 (21%) 27(21%) 
Graduations 36 (45%) 41 (39%) 73 (60%) 104 (60%) 
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If the men entering in 1940 have thus far suffered heavy losses, 
they have still fared better than those entering in 1920 and 1925. 
The figures for 1930-31 and 1935-36 are so closely parallel as to 
demonstrate the stabilization of the persistence of students in the 
College during the last decade at a distinctly higher level .than in 
the years before. Upon the restoration of something like normal 
circumstances, there is every reason to expect better fortune; mean-
while, under the circumstances, we are perhaps not faring so badly 
as we might do but for the increasing efforts of all concerned. 
The less consoling report of the academic experience of 1940-41 
continues. The scholastic attainment of the college body as a whole 
was again below that of the year before. The numbers of students 
on the Dean's List in February of the last five years have been as 
follows: in 1936-37, 48; in 1937-38, 66; in 1938-39, 63; in 1939-40, 
55; and in 1940-41, 49, including 17 Seniors, 17 Juniors, and 15 
Sophomores. ( Freshmen are not eligible for this List.) 
The percentages of honor grades and of failing grades in June 
of each of the last five years are as follows: 
SCHOLARSHIP AVERAGES 
1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 
Fraternities: Honor Grades 30.8 34.6 33.3 26.5 27.0 
Neutral Body: " " 45.9 47.6 48.5 47.8 47.5 
Whole College: " 38.9 42.l 41.8 38.3 37.7 
Frat<trnities : Failures 9.4 7.9 5.7 8.5 12.0 
Neutral Body : " 6.2 5.6 3.8 5.4 5.7 
Whole College: " 7.6 6.5 4.7 6.8 8.8 
The ayerage grades of the undergraduates in June of the last 
five years have been as follows: 
Fraternities: Average 
Neutral . Body : " 
Whole College : " 
1937 1938 
71.9 72.7 
76.3 77.0 
74.2 75.2 
1939 1940 1941 
72.9 71.4 70.9 
76.5 76.9 76.4 
74.9 74.4 73.7 
The scholarship cup, awarded annually to the fraternity whose 
members secure the highest proportion of honor grades durirtg the 
year, was won by Delta Phi, with 37.7 per .. cent of honor grades. 
With a view to improving the habits of study of resident stu-
dents, the Committee on Administration voted last year, with the 
approval of the Student Senate, to authorize the Dean of Fresh-
men to institute a system of undergraduat<:! guardians of peace and 
quiet in the dormitories. It may be, however, that the inauguration 
of this new plan must be postponed until a better day. Meanwhile, 
the Faculty has adopted a revised set of parietal regulations which 
it is hoped will afford some encourag_ement to studious efforts. 
The numbers of men on probation in February in the last five 
years have been as follows: in ,1936-37, 34; in 1937-38, 58; in 
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1938-39, 55; in 1939-40, 72 ( of whom 46 were Freshmen) ; and in 
1940-41, 64, of whom 39 were Freshmen, 19 were Sophomores, 5 
were Juniors, and 1 was a Senior. In pursuance of a suggestion 
in the last Dean's Report that the significance of probation was 
becoming impaired through its infliction on large numbers of 
Freshmen, the Faculty has approved a slight amelioration of our 
probation rules as they apply to Freshmen in future years. The 
principle of the reform is to base the Freshman's liability to pro-
bation on failure to attain a definitely satisfactory average grade 
rather than on failure to pass in four courses. 
One more item of important record is that out of 404 members 
of the three upper classes eligible to register last spring, 337 
returned to the College in September, 1941, and 67 did not. 
Of the year's athletic activities, Ray Oosting, Director of 
Physical Education, reports as follows :-
"The academic year 1940-41 was a very satisfactory one from 
the standpoint of intercollegiate athletic competition. A larger 
group of students participated on the various teams than in any 
previous year in the history of the College. A respectable percen-
tage of~ contests were won, the Varsity team showing 53 % i_n the 
victory column and the Freshmen 49%. 
"The football teams were particularly successful, the Freshmen 
winning all three of their scheduled games and the Varsity, five 
out of seven. The most gratifying victory of the year was the 
Varsity football team's 7-0 defeat of the Amherst football team 
after three successive losses in previous years. 
"The soccer and cross-country teams each won three contests. 
Soccer is becoming increasingly popular with undergraduates, 
although the interest in cross-country running seems to be waning. 
"The Varsity basketball team won five of twelve contests. The 
spirit of the players was always high and except for one game the 
competition was very even. . 
"The swimming team enjoyed the best year in the history of 
this sport at Trinity. Six out of eight dual meets were recorded 
on the victory side of the ledger and Sophomore Dave Tyler 
brought distinction to the College by winning first place in the 
100-yd. free style and the second place in the 220-yd. event in the 
New England Intercollegiate Championships held in the new M.I.T. 
pool. 
"For the first time in many years the baseball and tennis teams 
made southern trips during the spring vacation period. Each team 
made a very creditable record on this trip, the baseball team win-
ning three of four games played and the tennis team three of five 
matches. 
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"The Varsity track team lost all of its four meets. Lack of 
indoor training facilities to compare with other colleges is becoming 
more and more a factor in this sport, although individual per-
formances in many cases were about up to the usual standard. 
"An informal group took to the water for two races in an 
attempt to revive this sport at Trinity. The experiment will prob-
ably continue for at least another year." 
The health record of the College compa~ed unfavorably with 
that of 1939-40. The year was marked by an unusual occurrence 
of infections of the respiratory tract. Of 524 reports of illness, 35 
were found not to warrant excuses from attendance, and in 60 
other instances . the records were not completed by the students 
concerned, so that 429 excused absences, involving the loss of 
1,610 days of attendance, remain accountable in this Report. The 
corresponding figures for 1939-40 were 207 excused absences and ' 
1,032 days lost. Of the 429 excused absences, 111 were on the part 
of resident students, who lost 881 days; and 318 were on the part 
of day students, who lost 809 days. This great amount of absence 
was perhaps connected with the nation-wide influenza! epidemics 
during the college year. 
The year was distinguished by many unusual social, educa-
tional, sporting, and military events. There was a series of talks 
early in the year by leaders in various branches of defense produc-
tion and military activities, at a series of weekly National Defense 
Meetings. The glorious ceremonies in the Chapel on the four-
hundredth anniversary of printing will remain outstanding in all 
our memories ; in every detail it was in the finest traditions of the 
College. The Dinner to Refugee British Boys, in January, with the 
Dining Hall filled with English boys gathered from schools and 
colleges throughout New England, and one of our own young 
Englishmen as host and toastmaster, enlivened the academic scene. 
A Father and Son's Dinner, to which we invited all members of 
our Senior Class living near-by, with their fathers, was a distinct 
success. There was the Ambulance Drive, effectually engineered 
by Professor Wendell, in the fall; the week of observation for 
airplane manoeuvers, night and day, with its hearty good humor 
and earnest duty; and finally last May, with the pitch on a well-
saved bit of greensward about where the thirty-yard line should 
be, a band of pipers, a pavilion for refreshments, and the President 
himself in topper, cutaway, spats, and stick complete, the great 
and only International Cricket Match. Our year may have been 
academically depressing in some ways, and harried by Selective 
Service with all its questionnaires ; but otherwise it was decidedly 
all right. 
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Extra-curricular and social activities in all the familiar fields 
went on much as usual, with the innovation of an Interfraternity 
Dance coming in midwinter to restore the third of our annual 
formal dances, which we had long foregone. The Cinema Club once 
more presented a series of Sunday entertainments, on behalf of 
the Ambulance Fund. The Debating Club took actively to the air. 
These and all the other activities stand duly recorded and profusely 
illustrated in the Ivy, which though it did come out on time this 
year, and reflects credit on the originality of its editors and the 
energy of its business staff, enjoys the unique distinction among 
Trinity Ivies of carrying no identifying names beneath its pictures 
of student groups. So · difficult is it for the undergraduate to 
imagine himself old, with a son ( or a son's son) at his knee asking, 
"Who was that?" and pointing to a picture of the men in the club 
the youngster will wish to join when he is big enough to go to 
Trinity! · 
In this accounting of the .welfare of the undergraduates of 
Trinity College in 1940-41, the effects of wartime rightly have 
assumed preeminence. Yet we do not forget that this emergency 
is not the first which has come to make our way more challenging; 
and that, morally and spiritually, the advantages of such pressure 
even to a College devoted to all the arts and ends of peace must 
in the long term outweigh these temporary and material hardships. 
During this year it has been obvious to us here on the campus that 
the carelessness of many a hitherto scapegrace undergraduate has 
undergone a change into earnest and potent loyalty to all our 
standards. We have seen rebels against the mathematics change 
overnight into masters of trigonometry and dynamics, lovers of 
ease rise in the cold before the dawn to report on time at the flying 
field, and many a shady academic past blossom into sound pre-
requisites for training in the service of our country. "Pro Patria" 
has gained an emphasis in our minds and hearts, and lent strength 
to our endeavors along with "et Ecclesia." And we have learned to 
tread a little more thoughtfully over that inscription before our 
central doorway: "Ne glorietur accinctus aeque ut discinctus." 
T. L. Hoon, Dean. 
